
Two entries win
Southeast honors

Two of the Provost Marshal Office K9
teams have done well in competition against
40 other K9 teams in the Southeast.

The military working dog teams of Offi-
cer Billy Booth and Jimmy, and Sgt.
Michael Nelson and Tico earned trophies at
the U.S. Police K-9 Association Region 22
Field Trials held April 21-25 in Chat-
tanooga. Booth and Jimmy won the Obedi-
ence Event while Nelson and Tico took sec-
ond in the Outdoor Explosive Search and
third in the Indoor Explosive Search. The tri-
als tested more than 40 police K-9 teams
from Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee in
patrol, narcotics detection and explosive
detection.  

The Provost Marshal Office has one of
only two Department of Army military
working dog kennels that employ both active
duty military policemen and DA civilian
police officers as dog handlers.  Capt. Jack
Rush, the Redstone kennel master, accompa-
nied the teams during the competition to
offer words of encouragement and advice.
Since taking over the duties of kennel mas-
ter here seven years ago, Rush has seen
many good military working dog teams
come and go. However, the current teams
assigned to Redstone are some of the best
he’s witnessed during his tenure. 
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Troop volleyball teams
get midseason report
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Win or lose

Helping hands

Nurses build ramps
for wheelchair users
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Commissary sponsors spree
for wives of deployed troops
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Andrew Havner, 2, was about to go ballistic because the bal-
loon he just received was floating toward the Commissary ceiling.
But then a nice lady jumped up, retrieved the string and tied it to
the shopping cart.

It was another helping hand for Cheryl Havner and the rest of
the Waiting Spouses during their shopping spree Thursday at the
Commissary. The Commissary and its industry partners sponsored
the $2,000 spree to support deployed troops and their spouses.

“It’s amazing,” Havner, wife of Sgt. Charles Havner, said.
“We’re from Fort Campbell (Ky.) and I’m down here with family.
And they don’t do this for us (at Fort Campbell). It’s something
the ladies really appreciate. So it’s real helpful.”

Her husband, assigned to Bravo Company, 3rd of the 187th, is
deployed in Baghdad. Havner was shopping with their sons
Andrew and Blake, 7 months.

The Commissary contributed gift vouchers to the members of
Waiting Spouses, a group sponsored by Army Community Service.
About 20 members of the 60-woman group used the vouchers for

See Wives on page 17

Spouses can’t wait to go shopping

Provost Marshal K9 teams among region’s best 

Photo by Skip Vaughn
CARTFUL— Cheryl Havner shops with sons Blake, 7 months,
and Andrew, age 2.

Fitness screening day
can uncover risks
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To your health

Importance of
morality to

coaching profession
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Survey says

Special Forces
soldiers return
to home front
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Army in action

Courtesy photo
WINNING TEAMS— The military working dog teams of Officer Billy Booth and
Jimmy, left, and Sgt. Michael Nelson and Tico, right, won trophies in regional
competition. 
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The Congress and president of the
United States have designated May
15 as Peace Officers’ Memorial

Day, and the week in which May 15 falls
as National Police Week.  Members of
the security and law enforcement com-
munity of Redstone Arsenal play an
essential role in safeguarding the rights
and freedoms of the Aviation and Missile
Command soldiers, employees, contrac-
tors, residents and visitors. It is impor-
tant that all citizens know and under-
stand the duties, responsibilities, hazards
and sacrifices of their security and law
enforcement community, and that mem-
bers of our security and law enforcement
community recognize their duty to serve
the people by safeguarding life and prop-
erty, by protecting them against violence
and disorder, and by protecting the inno-
cent against deception and the weak
against oppression. The men and women
of the security and law enforcement
community of Redstone Arsenal unceas-
ingly provide a vital public service. 

I call upon all soldiers, employees,
contractors, residents, visitors and organ-
izations of this command to observe the

week of May 11-17 as Police Week with
appropriate ceremonies and observances
in which all of our people may join in
commemorating security and law
enforcement officers, past and present,
who, by their faithful and loyal devotion
to their responsibilities, have rendered a
dedicated service to their communities
and, in so doing, have established for
themselves an enviable and enduring
reputation for preserving the rights and
security of all citizens.

I further call upon all soldiers,
employees, contractors, residents, visi-
tors and organizations of this command
to observe May 15 as Peace Officers’
Memorial Day in honor of those law
enforcement officers who, through their
courageous deeds, have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to their commu-
nity or have become disabled in the per-
formance of duty, and let us recognize
and pay respect to the survivors of our
fallen heroes.

Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen
commander, AMCOM 
and Redstone

Maj. Jimmy Rivers
“It’s according to the
moral aspect of his
conduct and how he
does business
morally should affect
his employment.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

How important is personal conduct to a coach’s
employment?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Law enforcement officers honored

An open lane random survey

Maj. Audray
Ransom
“I think if you’re a
professional then
you’re a profession-
al at all times, both
on and off duty. His
personal conduct is
a direct reflection of
his (professional)
conduct. So I think

the Alabama coach should have been
removed.”

Lou Garcia, retired
military
“He’s a public image
and should conduct
himself accordingly.
This thing that hap-
pened with the
coach at Alabama,
there was no other
solution but to get
rid of a person that
conducts himself like that.”

Letters to the editor

Kay O’Neal, DoD
civilian
“Their personal con-
duct is an important
factor. I think it’s an
influence on the col-
lege itself and his
players. I think that
he should be a role
model to the players
and with the univer-

sity itself. It degrades the university and
its players for his lack of morality.”

The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

May 3 at 3 p.m. — An individual
requesting admittance to Redstone Arse-
nal was inspected at gate 10 was found to
be in possession of a small amount of
marijuana. The person was issued a viola-
tion notice to appear in Magistrate Court.

May 3 at 7:01 p.m. — An individual
dropping a friend off at Redstone Arsenal
was inspected at gate 10. The subject was
found to be in possession of a small
amount of marijuana. The person was
issued a violation notice to appear in
Magistrate Court.

May 4 at 12:05 p.m. — An individual
was detained at the Post Exchange for
shoplifting after he was observed con-
cealing items and then exiting the Post
Exchange without rendering proper pay-
ment.

May 5 at 5:30 p.m. — A report was

filed concerning a person or persons
unknown entering an empty residence,
which is scheduled to be demolished and
causing minor damage on Hermes Drive.  

May 7 at 10:24 p.m. — An individual
requesting admittance to Redstone Arse-
nal while being inspected at gate 10 was
found to be in possession of a small
amount of marijuana. The person was
issued a violation notice to appear in
Magistrate Court.

Violation notices issued: speeding, 23;
possession of controlled substances, 3; no
proof of insurance, 2; and expired regis-
tration, 1.

Crimes, accidents and other occurrences

 

It has been my distinct privilege to
serve as your secretary these last two
years; the absolute high point of my

professional life. Our soldiers and civil-
ian employees have distinguished them-
selves in peace and war befitting our
heritage and reputation of service to the
nation since before its founding. I could
not be prouder of the outstanding con-
tributions you have made to our nation’s
defense and the honorable manner in
which you have shouldered the
immense sacrifices required of you and
your families. 

The Army remains at war and trans-
forming. We have significant challenges
ahead. We will win the War on Terrorism
as part of a joint team regardless of dura-

tion and difficulty. Additionally, it is
absolutely vital that we build on our suc-
cesses and sustain our momentum to
realize the vision of Army transformation
as part of the joint force. 

America’s Army turns 228 years old
next month. Our enduring commitment
to our fellow citizens is to be ready to
defend the United States and her allies
when called. As I conclude my duty with
you I am proud to report to the American
people that their respect and admiration
for their Army is well founded. God
bless you, the United States Army and
the United States of America. 

Tom White 
18th Army secretary 

Farewell message to Army family 

Traffic deaths on increase
among servicemembers

Marshall Space Flight Center and Red-
stone Arsenal are teaming up May 19
through the Memorial Day holiday to
remind motorists to buckle up.

This is a coordinated effort between
the Marshall Safety Action Team and the
Garrison Safety Office. Safety City, a
non-profit organization in Huntsville, will

be available May 23 from 1-3 p.m. at
building 4752 to teach how to install child
seats in vehicles.

Wrecked vehicles will be placed on
Marshall/Redstone property at Gates 1, 7
and 9 and in the circle behind building
4203. Both agencies will provide
brochures and Buckle Up key chains to
reinforce the safety message.

See Campaign on page 3

Campaign drives seat belt
awareness message
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Campaign
continued from page 2

Military combat isn’t the only threat to
the safety of servicemen and women,
according to a prepared release. Traffic
crashes remain the leading killer and
that’s why Redstone Arsenal will partner
with more than 12,000 state, county and
municipal law enforcement agencies in a
nationwide crackdown against seat belt
violators. The enforcement blitz comes as
data show that more men and women in
uniform die in traffic crashes than any
other cause.  

Deaths among military personnel
occurring in private motor vehicle crashes
are up 35 percent from 2001. In the fiscal
2002, some 321 military personnel across
all services died in traffic crashes. Tragi-
cally, nearly half of those young service-
members who failed to wear seat belts

could have survived if they had buckled
up. Military personnel by virtue of age
and gender typically epitomize the low
belt user: males ages 18-34.

That is why teens and young adults
will continue to be a key target of “Click
It or Ticket.” Fatality rates for teens are
twice that of older drivers, and the risk of
crashes for teens is four times that of
older drivers. And according to new data
from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 7,772 teens, ages 16-20,
died in traffic crashes in 2002 — nearly a
6 percent increase from 2001 — and thou-
sands more were injured. 

The two-week enforcement wave,
which runs from May 19 through the
Memorial Day holiday, will be supported
by more than $20 million in state and
national advertising. It is based on a
proven public health model to increase
belt use called “high visibility enforce-
ment.”

■ Motorists reminded to buckle up for safety

Bob Blankenship/Garrison Visual Information

Gate closed
Gate 8 at Goss Road was temporarily closed May 6 because of flooding from
heavy rain. 

Unit from Fort Drum, N.Y.
supports combined force

By Cpl. MATTHEW APPRENDI 
Army News Service

CAMP LEMONIER, Djibouti — A
10th Mountain Division company from
Fort Drum, N.Y., arrived in Djibouti May
4 to support Combined Joint Task Force-
Horn of Africa. 

The infantrymen from Company C, 4-
31st, joined other soldiers already assem-
bled for CJTF-HOA, including reservists
from the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion
(Special Operations) out of Miami, Fla.,
who arrived in late April. 

The mission of CJTF-HOA is to detect,
disrupt and defeat transnational terrorist
groups operating in the Horn of Africa
region, which is defined as the airspace,
land areas and coastal waters of Somalia,
Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti
and Yemen. Additionally, officials said
CJTF-HOA will conduct civil-military
and humanitarian operations. 

“By building goodwill and trust in the
local populace, we feel they (the people in
the Horn of Africa) will be more willing
and better prepared to help us deal with any
terrorist acts,” Maj. Ralph Engeler, the
company’s commander, said. “Further, they
will have more confidence in themselves to
deny terrorists the ability to operate in their
villages because they know we’re here to
help them combat terrorism.”

The Civil Affairs company includes
medics, engineers, a dentist and a veteri-
narian. The majority of the group, though,

is made up of civil affairs specialists,
“who are like the coordinators,”
explained Spec. Roberto Fernandez. 

Before a project is begun, the civil
affairs specialists visit the village leaders
in order to discuss what could be done to
improve the villages. Then a team of spe-
cialized soldiers is sent out to get the proj-
ects completed, Fernandez said. 

“Right now, we’re in the execution
phase of a number of projects,” Engeler
said. “For instance, we’re helping the
people of Sud Ambouli install an irriga-
tion system for their gardens.” 

Future projects include the refurbish-
ment of clinics and schools. 

This is the third time the infantry compa-
ny from the 10th Mountain Division has
deployed in support of the Global War on
Terrorism. The first deployment was to
Aberdeen, Md., supporting Operation Noble
Eagle as a security detachment. From there,
the soldiers deployed in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom to Afghanistan where
they participated in some of the fiercest fight-
ing during Operation Anaconda. 

“We remain very focused from coming
out of Afghanistan and look forward to
supporting CJTF-HOA,” Capt. Scott
Austin, commanding officer of Company
C, said.

The company is a light infantry unit
capable of performing a variety of mis-
sions in support of counter-terrorism
operations to include raids and air
assaults. The company is equipped with
several specialized assets including scout
snipers and 81mm mortars. 

Editor’s note: Cpl. Matthew Apprendi
is a journalist with CJTF-HOA.

Soldiers to fight terrorists
on Horn of Africa
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